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AGENDA 
ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Monday, November 10, 2014 
7:00 p.m. – Council Chambers 

 

 
1. PRAYER – Bill Lee 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL. 
 
4. FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT. 
 
5. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS. 
 

 Special Meeting –  October 20, 2014 

 Regular  Meeting – October 20, 2014 
  

6. SPECIAL GUESTS. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS. 
 
8. COUNCILMEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS. 

 
9. TOWN MANAGER REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

 
10. TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS. 
  
11. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL. 
 

 Enfield High School Renovation Building Committee 
 
12. OLD BUSINESS. 
 
 A. Appointment(s) - Town Council Appointed. 

 
1. Ethics Commission (Alternate) – A Vacancy Exist for a Regular Member 

(R). Replacement Would be Until 10/31//2014.(Tabled 12/06/2010) 
 
2. Ethics Commission (Alternate) – A Vacancy Exist Due to the Regular 

Appointment of Ben Ide (U). Replacement Would be Until 10/31/2015.(Tabled 
12/06/2010) 

 
3. Connecticut Water Company Advisory Council Enfield Representatives- 

A Vacancy Exist Due to a Resignation (R). Replacement Would be Until 
01/01/2016. (Tabled 04/16/2012)  
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4. Connecticut River Assembly – The Term of Office of William Garner, 
Regular (D) Expired on 01/12/2013.  Reappointment or Replacement Would 
be Until 01/12/2016. (Tabled 02/04/2012) 

 
5. Area 25 Cable Television Advisory Committee - The Term of Office of 

William St. George (I) Expired 06/30/2012.  Reappointment or Replacement 
Would be Until 06/30/14. (Tabled 04/15/2013) 

 
6. Ethics Committee- A Vacancy Exists Due to the Three Consecutive Terms 

of Kenneth Varriale (U).  Replacement Would Be Until 10/31/2015.(Tabled 
10/21/13) 

 
7. North Central District Health Department Board of Directors, Enfield 

Representative – A Vacancy Exists Due to the Resignation of David Wawer 
(R), Replacement Would Be Until 06/30/2016. (Tabled 01/06/14)  
 

8. Enfield Revitalization Committee- The Term of Office of Kelly Davis (D) 
Expires 04/30/2014.  Reappointment or Replacement Would be Until 
04/30/2017. (Tabled 04/21/14) 
 

9. Enfield Revitalization Committee- The Term of Office of Robert LeMay (D) 
Expires 04/30/2014.  Reappointment or Replacement Would be Until 
04/30/2017. (Tabled 04/21/14) 
 

10. Zoning Board of Appeals- A Vacancy Exists Due to the Resignation of Jake 
Keller (R).  Replacement Would be Until 12/31/2015. (Tabled 04/21/14) 

 
11. Area 25 Cable Television Advisory Committee- The Term of Office of 

Stephen Moriarty (U) Expired 6/30/2014.  Reappointment or Replacement 
Would be Until 6/30/2016. (Tabled 09/15/2014)  
 

12. River Valley CT Central Regional Tourism District - The Term of Office of 
Gertrude Dorous (D), Expired 06/30/14.  Reappointed or Replacement Would 
be Until 06/30/2016. (Tabled 09/15/2014) 

 
13. Commission on Aging - A Vacancy Exists Due to the Resignation of Mary 

Vosburgh (U). Replacement Would be Until 12/31/2016. (Tabled 10/20/2014). 
 

B. Appointment(s) - Town Manager Appointed/Council Approved. 
 
1. Housing Code Appeals Board (Alternate) - The Term of Office of 

Constance P. Harmon (R) Expired on 05/01/2001. Replacement Would be 
Until 05/01/2016.  (Tabled 05/07/2001) 

 
2. Housing Code Appeals Board (Alternate) - The Term of Office of Lawrence 

P. Tracey, Jr. (R), Insurance, Expired 05/01/2006. Replacement Would be 
Until 05/01/2016. (Tabled 05/01/2006) 

 
3. Building Code Appeals Board – A Vacancy Exist for Contractor (D), 

Expired 11/01/2004. Replacement Would be Until 11/01/2016.  (Tabled 
11/25/2004) 

 
4. Building Code Appeals Board - A Vacancy Exists Due to the Resignation of 

Kenneth J. Bergeron, (D) Chairman, Architect. Replacement Would be Until 
11/01/2016.  (Tabled 10/16/2006) 
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5. Fair Rent Commission – The Term of Office of Samuel Mcgill (D), Expired 

06/30/2008. Replacement Would be Until 06/30/2016. 
 
6. Fair Rent Commission – The Term of Office of William Fausel, (D), Tenant 

Expired 06/30/2011.  Reappointment or Replacement Would be Until 
06/30/2015. (Tabled 01/17/2012) 

 
7. Fair Rent Commission – The Term of Office of Louise Halle, Tenant, 

Expired 06/30/2011.  Reappointment or Replacement Would be Until 
06/30/2015. (Tabled 01/17/2012) 

 
8. Building Code Appeals Board - A Vacancy Exists Due to the Resignation of 

Howard Coro, (D). Replacement Would be Until 11/01/2018.  (Tabled 
02/04/2013) 

 
9. Fair Rent Commission – The Term of Office of Robert Stefanik (D), 

Homeowner Expired 06/30/2013. Reappointment or Replacement Would be 
Until 06/30/2015. (Tabled 07/01/2013) 
 

C. Discussion:  Establish Community Center Study Committee. (Develop Charge 
and Appoint Members)  (Tabled 01/05/2009) 
 

D. Discussion: Disposition of Town-Owned Surplus Personal Property. 
 
E. Discussion:  Discussion of Acquisition of 350 Enfield Street, Connecticut Water. 

(Tabled 05/28/2014) 
 
F. Discussion/Resolution: Resolution Regarding the Referral to Planning and 

Zoning Commission for the Proposed Discontinuance of a portion of the ROW for 
Neelans Road (Tabled 10/06/2014) 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS. 
 

A. Consent Agenda – Action. 
 

B. Appointment(s)–Town Council Appointed. 
 

1. Clean Energy Committee- A Vacancy Exists due to the Amendment of 
Resolution #9541. Appointment Would Be Until 3/17/2018. 
 

2. Clean Energy Committee- A Vacancy Exists due to the Amendment of 
Resolution #9541. Appointment Would Be Until 3/17/2018. 
 

3. Clean Energy Committee- A Vacancy Exists due to the Amendment of 
Resolution #9541. Appointment Would Be Until 3/17/2018. 
 

4. Clean Energy Committee- A Vacancy Exists due to the Amendment of 
Resolution #9541. Appointment Would Be Until 3/17/2018. 

 
C. Appointment(s) – Town Manager Appointed/Council Approved. 
 
D. Discussion:  Higgins Park on the Green. 
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14. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION. 
 

A.  **Consent Agenda – Review. 
 

B. Appointment(s) - Town Council Appointed. 
 

1. Planning and Zoning Commission: A Vacancy Exists for an Alternate 
Position (R). Replacement Would be until 12/31/2015. 
 

2. ***Housing Authority – The Term of Office of Mary Ellen Kuraska Expires 
11/30/2014.  Reappointment or Replacement Would be Until 11/30/2019.  

 
C. Appointment(s) – Town Manager Appointed/Council Approved 
 

1. Building Code Appeals Board- The Term of Office of Gary Sullivan, 
Engineer Expired on 11/01/2014.  Reappointment of Replacement Would be 
Until 11/01/2019. 

 
D. **Discussion/Resolution: Request for Transfer of Funds for Technology 

Equipment $32,700. 
 
E. **Discussion/Resolution: Request for Transfer of Funds for Youth Services 

Grant $23,286. 
 
F. **Discussion/Resolution:  Request for Transfer of Funds for Family Resource 

Center $17,915. 
 

G. **Discussion/Resolution: Request for Transfer of Funds for Planning 
Consultant $14,200. 

 
H. **Discussion/Resolution:  Resolution Authorizing the Town Manger to Enter 

Into Agreement with the LEGO Children’s Fund. 
 
I. **Discussion/Resolution: Resolution Setting A Public Hearing To Amend The 

Town Code Of Enfield, Appendix A, Waterways, Article 1, Section 2-49.  
 
J. **Discussion/Resolution: Resolution Authorizing the Town Manager to Enter 

Into a Multi-Year Lease to Maintain Municipal Technology Refresh Plan. 
 
K. **Discussion/ Resolution: Resolution Authorizing the Town Manager to Enter 

Into Agreement with Transit Oriented Development Planning Grants. 
 
L. **Discussion/Resolution: Resolution Authorizing the Town Manager to Enter 

Into Agreement with the State Department of Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security.  

 
M. Discussion: Ethic Commission; Code of Ethics. 

 
15. MISCELLANEOUS. 
 
16. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS/APPLIES ONLY IF PRIOR TO 11:00 p.m. 
 
17. COUNCILMEN COMMUNICATIONS. 
 
18. ADJOURNMENT. 
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* REMOVE FROM AGENDA 
** MOVE TO MISCELLANEOUS 
*** WOULD LIKE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR REAPPOINTMENT 



ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014 

 

The Special Meeting of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Acting-Chairman Lee in 

the Enfield Room of the Enfield Town Hall, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, Connecticut on Monday, 

October 20, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL-CALL - Present were Councilmen Bosco, Cekala, Deni, Edgar, Hall, Lee, Mangini, Stokes 

and Szewczak.  Councilmen Kaupin entered at 5:39 p.m.  Councilman Arnone was absent.  Also 

present were Town Manager Matthew Coppler, Assistant Tow Manager Derrik Kennedy, Assistant 

Town Manager of Development Services Courtney Hendricson, Town Attorney Kevin Deneen, 

Town Clerk Suzanne Olechnicki. 

 

MOTION #2891 by Councilman Mangini, seconded by Councilman Hall to go into Executive 

Session to discuss Personnel Matters, Pending or Threatened Litigation and Real Estate 

Negotiations. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2891 adopted 

9-0-0 and the meeting stood recessed at 5:31 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

The Executive Session of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Acting-Chairman Lee 

at 5:32 p.m. 

 

ROLL-CALL - Present were Councilmen Bosco, Cekala, Deni, Edgar, Hall, Lee, Mangini, Stokes 

and Szewczak.  Councilmen Kaupin entered at 5:39 p.m.  Councilman Arnone was absent.  Also 

present were Town Manager Matthew Coppler, Assistant Tow Manager Derrik Kennedy, Assistant 

Town Manager of Development Services Courtney Hendricson, Town Attorney Kevin Deneen, 

Town Clerk Suzanne Olechnicki. 

 

Chairman Kaupin recessed the Executive Session at 6:57 p.m., reconvened the Special Meeting 

at 6:58 p.m. and stated that during Executive Session, Personnel Matters, Pending or Threatened 

Litigation and Real Estate Negotiations were discussed with no action or votes being taken. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION #2892 by Councilman Mangini, seconded by Councilman Stokes to adjourn. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2892 

adopted 10-0-0 and the meeting stood adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

 

Suzanne F. Olechnicki 

Town Clerk/Clerk of the Council 
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ENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Enfield Town Council was called to order by Chairman Kaupin 

in the Council Chambers of the Enfield Town Hall, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, Connecticut 

on Monday, October 20, 2014.  The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 

 

PRAYER – The Prayer was given by Chairman Kaupin. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

ROLL-CALL – Present were Councilmen Bosco, Cekala, Deni, Edgar, Hall, Kaupin 

Lee, Mangini, Stokes and Szewczak. Councilman Arnone was absent. Also present were 

Town Manager, Matthew Coppler; Assistant Town Manager, Derrik Kennedy; Town 

Clerk, Suzanne Olechnicki; Town Attorney, Kevin Deneen; Director of Public Works, 

Jonathan Bilmes; Deputy Director of Public Works, Billy Taylor; Recreation Supervisor, 

Mary Keller; Assistant Town Engineer, John Cabibbo; Courtney Hendricson, Assistant 

Town Manager of Development Services; ROADS Engineer, Donald Nunes 

 

FIRE EVACUATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Chairman Kaupin made the fire evacuation announcement. 

 

MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS 

 

MOTION #2893 by Councilman Mangini, seconded by Councilman Hall to accept the 

minutes of the October 6, 2014 Special Meeting. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2893 

adopted 10-0-0. 

 

MOTION #2894 by Councilman Mangini, seconded by Councilman Deni to accept the 

minutes of the October 6, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2894 

adopted 9-0-1, with Councilman Stokes abstaining. 

 

SPECIAL GUESTS 

 

Chairman Kaupin read a proclamation to honor the 50
th

 anniversary of Allied Community 

Services.  Carol Bohnet, President & CEO accepted the proclamation. 
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PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

 

Elizabeth Davis, 201 North Maple Street & Kevin Kibbe, 47 Asnuntuck Street 

 Spoke about the need to address cyber bullying and the need to bring awareness to 

this problem. 

 

Jack Sheridan, 7 Buchanan Road 

 Thanked the Town for doing a great job addressing the sinkhole problem on 

South Maple Street. 

 

COUNCILMEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 

 

Councilman Mangini commended all those involved in organizing the recent Jack-O-

Lantern Festival.  She thanked everyone who participated in this activity.  She noted 

she’d like to see this activity continue and suggested they explore corporate sponsorship 

for this event. 

 

Councilman Mangini stated she would like speeding on Donna Street addressed.  She 

questioned when the radar machine will be available for this street. 

 

Councilman Deni stated the plaque ceremony on the Town Green went well.  He thanked 

Building & Grounds for installing the plaque. 

 

Councilman Deni stated he has received complaints about manholes on Brainard Road as 

well as fencing for Brainard School. 

 

Councilman Deni stated he received an email concerning voting locations, and it appears 

the voting locations will not be changing from the gymnasiums, and he is a little 

disturbed about that. 

 

Councilman Hall stated literacy volunteers are having their first annual “Girls Night Out” 

fundraiser, which is scheduled for October 29
th

 at the Holiday Inn from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

She noted this event will have a variety of interactive exhibits related to women’s health, 

beauty, fashion, food, etc.  She stated advanced tickets for $20.00 are available through 

www.evenbrite.com.  She added tickets will be available at the door for an extra $5.00.  

She noted this is to benefit Literacy Volunteers of Northern Connecticut. 

 

Councilman Edgar stated he’s opposed to the voting place changes at Enfield Street 

School and Henry Barnard School.  He feels this really prevents older citizens or 

handicapped citizens from getting in to vote.  He believes the excuse of using an absentee 

ballot is not valid. 

 

Councilman Edgar pointed out nothing has been done about the manholes on Brainard 

Road, which are at least an inch lower than the pavement. 
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Councilman Edgar stated he previously requested lighting in the Pearl Street/High Street 

area. He noted he’d like a response to this. 

 

Councilman Lee stated the 2
nd

 annual art show and art sale is being sponsored by 

Tobacco Valley Artists at Center Court at the Enfield Square.  He noted this will start at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday and will run until 6:00 p.m. Sunday.  He stated there will be over 

30 artists represented this year. 

 

Chairman Kaupin thanked residents and businesses from Thompsonville that came out on 

Tuesday, October 7
th

 for the Thompsonville Talk Forum.  He noted there was great 

attendance, and another forum will be held in January. 

 

He thanked everyone who participated in the Jack-O-Lantern Festival. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated the Knights of Columbus is celebrating their 125
th

 anniversary, 

and they will be having an event on Sunday at the K of C Hall.  He noted the Town will 

be presenting them with a proclamation and thanking the Knights of Columbus for their 

service to Enfield. 

 

He stated on Wednesday, October 29
th

, there will be a Business Education Forum Career 

Convention from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Enrico Fermi High School gymnasium. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated on Saturday, November 1
st
 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Enfield 

will be having a Falloween Festival, and this event will take place in Thompsonville 

along North Main Street and Freshwater Pond.  Mr. Kennedy added around 5:30 p.m., 

there will be a family movie on the Higgins Green. 

 

He stated due to Election Day in November, Town Council meetings will be November 

10
th

 and November 17
th

. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated the Veterans Day Parade is scheduled for Sunday, November 9
th

 

at 1:00 p.m. along the usual parade route. 

 

He referred to Ms. Davis and Mr. Kibbe’s comments about cyber bullying and expressed 

his appreciation to them for bringing up this topic.  He noted the Town does have a 

Suicide Prevention Steering Committee that has been dealing with bullying issues within 

the school system.  He noted this Steering Committee does more than address suicide 

prevention, they also address a lot of the socialization issues they have within the school 

system, and they’re starting to branch out.  He noted cyber bullying might be a topic 

which this group can address. 

 

Chairman Kaupin urged residents to be patient regarding paving projects.  He noted 

October and November are busy paving times because of the temperatures. 
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TOWN MANAGER REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Present from the Department of Public Works were Deputy Director of Public Works, 

Billy Taylor, ROADS Engineer, Donald Nunes and Assistant Town Engineer, John 

Cabibbo. 

 

Mr. Nunes stated the Town currently has approximately $15.5 million dollars worth of 

projects on the street at this time, encompassing 34 miles of town roads.  He noted out of 

the $15.5 million dollars, $9 million dollars is for reconstruction projects which address 

six miles of town roads, and $6.5 million dollars is part of the pavement preservation 

program, which addresses 28 miles of town roads. 

 

He stated Raffia east, which is known as Section 2D, is 1.5 miles of reconstruction, 

which involves Play, Cora, Sky and Sun Streets, and those streets are completed. 

 

He noted Thompsonville west, which is Section 1G, is approximately 1.2 miles of 

reconstruction, which involves Cottage Green, Keller Ave, Thompson Court, Martin 

Street, Northwood, Prospect, Tariff and West Street.  He noted this project is completed, 

except for driveway aprons on Cottage Green and some punch list items. 

 

He stated Thompsonville south, which is known as Section 1F, is 1.6 miles of 

reconstruction, which consists of Claremont, Edward and Gorman Avenues, Garden, 

Harris, John and Keller Court, Meadow, Mountain View, New King, Roseland and 

Woodward Avenue. Woodward Avenue, Harris, Mountain View, John and Edward will 

be completed this year in their entirety, and at this time they’re working at getting 

drainage done on Edward, Claremont, Meadow and Roseland.  He noted this project will 

be scheduled to be completed June 30, 2015. 

 

Mr. Nunes stated 2014 road reconstruction involves 1.5 miles of a reconstruction project, 

which consists of Ridge Road, Rocket Run, Bon, Kimberly and Eileen Street.  He noted 

the only thing remaining on Ridge Road is the aprons. 

 

He referred to the Mullen Road culvert crossing project and noted they’re currently out to 

bid, and the bids will open on November 19
th

 with a construction date of July or August, 

2015. 

 

Mr. Nunes stated the 2014 pavement preservation program consists of 48 street segments 

and equates to 28 miles.  He noted 40 streets have been completed, and there are eight 

remaining.  He stated those eight streets remaining include South Road, North Road, 

Moody Road, Taylor Court, Abbe Road, Hummingbird Lane, Stardust Drive and 

Charnley Road.  He stated this is still scheduled to be completed by November 14, 2014. 

 

He stated they are working on line striping, and there are a variety of things happening 

with multiple crews. 
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Councilman Edgar questioned if the drainage problem at 6 Sky Street has been resolved, 

and Mr. Cabibbo responded no, but the Town has a meeting scheduled with that resident 

on Wednesday morning. 

 

Councilman Deni stated he has been getting calls about low manholes on Brainard Road 

and Cartier Road.  Mr. Taylor stated the Council previously brought up the manhole issue 

and hopefully the Council received a response to the list of questions posed that evening.  

He noted the specification allows for anything less than one inch lower than the finished 

pavement, which means anything exceeding the one inch will be adjusted.  He stated it’s 

estimated there are about 1,000 manholes involved in the pavement preservation project, 

and so far, they’re aware of ten to 20 manholes that may be outside the specification, and 

those will be adjusted. 

 

Councilman Lee noted some manholes are higher, and he can email the location of those 

manholes to Public Works. 

 

Mr. Coppler stated a request was received from Ramblers Football to relocate light poles 

from JFK Middle School to a practice field at Enfield High School. 

 

After a few inquiries about the usage of the light poles at JFK, Mr. Coppler explained the 

light poles at JFK aren’t currently operating and serve no purpose at that location.  He 

noted that if the light poles are relocated to the practice field at Enfield High School, 

those lights can be shared by all the users of that practice field. 

 

It was the consensus of the Council to move forward with this request. 

 

Mr. Coppler stated the Town interrupted the demolition of the old Brainard School 

because it started without a permit.  He noted he will check into the fencing at that site. 

 

Mr. Coppler read the following communication from Registrar of Voters, David Wawer: 

 

“The Town of Enfield has four election sites, one located within each Council district.  

There was a change with one site at the beginning of 2014 because of construction 

schedules at the new high school.  Enfield Street School was agreed upon by both 

Registrars as the new District #2 voting site.  The Town Council concurred with the 

building change.  The August primary election was conducted at Enfield Street School in 

the gymnasium. The gymnasium is the most appropriate location to conduct voting with 

the modern scanner system.  The gymnasium is strategically located with the quickest 

access to the building for the large elderly/handicapped senior citizen population.  The 

special handicap/senior citizen/elderly parking area adjacent to the side door of the gym 

does not require climbing stairs or using handicap ramps.  The Registrar’s Office 

recognizes the emphasis state election law places on handicap access to buildings used 

for elections.  Public Works has worked with the Registrar’s Office to develop enhanced 

signage for elections, including signs designating temporary handicap parking areas 

adjacent to the voting sites. HAVA voting, another requirement of state law, occurs in the 

gymnasium.  The gymnasium is set up for such voting.  Voting room design and many 
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other state requirements are factored into the conducting of elections today.  Significant 

change has occurred since optical scanners were mandated for use beginning in 2007.  

Registrars and State of Connecticut election officials review annual changes to state 

statutes mandated by the State Legislature with respect to election laws and implement 

such changes as prescribed.” 

 

Councilman Mangini stated she still doesn’t understand how this will alleviate or 

encourage handicapped citizens and those that have visual issues.  She noted it’s the 

actual location that’s of concern.  She questioned why the location was changed from the 

all purpose room to the gymnasium. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated Educational Resources for Children has a lease, which includes 

the all purpose room, and they operate on Election Day even though the schools are 

closed. 

 

Councilman Hall questioned whether Mr. Wawer can come to a future meeting so that 

the Council can hear his rationale. 

 

Councilman Deni stated his belief the current location is not conducive to older people. 

 

Councilman Edgar questioned why nothing was said previously about the usage of the all 

purpose rooms. Councilman Lee stated he called Mr. Wawer today and asked him for 

more information, and he was told the primary reason is that the distance between the 

parking area to the gymnasium is a shorter distance than the parking area to the multi-

purpose room.  He noted when they proposed their changes to the Secretary of State, the 

first rule they were to follow was to make it as close as possible. 

 

Councilman Cekala stated ERFC is always great about moving to other rooms when 

necessary. 

 

Chairman Kaupin suggested seeing how the election goes with the Town supporting the 

process as much as possible with signage, lighting, etc. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated last week the Department of Public Safety was awarded best 

overall Impaired Driving Enforcement Program in 2013 in the State of Connecticut.  He 

noted this was part of the Connecticut Law Enforcement Challenge sponsored by the 

Connecticut Chiefs of Police Association in conjunction with the State of Connecticut 

DOT.  He noted this reflects the Enfield Police Department’s commitment and dedication 

to keeping the roads safe. 

 

Councilman Deni questioned whether the area will be cleaned up across from Caronna’s 

Market where there are piles of dirt and heavy equipment.  Mr. Coppler stated he’s not 

sure if those are Town or utility contractors.  He noted if the area is left in a blighted 

condition, the Town would have enforcement opportunities.  He stated this will be looked 

into. 
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Councilman Edgar raised the issue concerning Thompsonville lighting not being 

sufficient.  He also stated his understanding a light pole was taken down by the 

construction in Thompsonville.  Mr. Coppler indicated lighting in Thompsonville is being 

looked into. 

 

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Attorney Deneen indicated he had not formal report this evening. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTES OF THE COUNCIL 

 

Enfield High School Renovation Building Committee 

 

Councilman Cekala stated the bids came in for everything except electrical and security.  

She noted bids are coming in lower.  She stated they’re about a week ahead of schedule 

for concrete.  She noted 35% of the structural steel has been done on the Fermi wing and 

building permits have been submitted.  She stated she sent an email to the Building 

Committee to learn when they can come to a Council meeting to provide an update. 

 

Mr. Coppler stated he spoke to Randy Daigle, the Chairman of the Enfield High School 

Building Committee about the Committee coming to a Council meeting for an update, 

and he will be coming back with a date. 

 

Councilman Szewczak stated the topping off of the steel is projected for November 12th 

with a rain date of November 13th.  She noted there won’t be a ceremony, but a steel 

beam will be available for signings. 

 

Councilman Mangini stated she attended a CCM legislative committee meeting on 

Thursday.  She noted she has information on the DEEP draft MS4 permit, which she 

forwarded to the Town Manager.  She explained this has to do with stormwater drainage 

discharge, and they’re looking for all municipalities to participate in a survey.  She noted 

DEEP is proposing regulating all municipalities using a two-tiered permit program, 

which can impose significantly costly unfunded, unrealistic mandates.  She stated the 

Town needs to jump in and make sure they won’t be imposed upon by the State any more 

than they already are. 

 

She stated they had several committee reports and actions they will take on the legislative 

level. She highlighted those areas as follows: 

 

• Education – asking relief from Special Education mandates; MBR burden of 

proof and alleviate the MBR by reflecting actual costs 

• Municipal law liability insurance, which will provide relief to municipalities from 

unfunded mandates by modifying requirements for posting legal notices in 

newspapers to allow municipalities to publish a summary of notices on their 

website 
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• Allowing operating costs, including rent and office supplies of probate courts to 

come from the State probate fees 

• A constitution amendment or statutory prohibition to prohibit the passage of 

unfunded or underfunded state mandates without a two-thirds vote of both the 

chambers of the General Assembly 

• Eliminate the State tax on municipal health insurance premiums 

• For public safety crime prevention – providing municipalities with state resources 

and incentives; to regionalize emergency services; amend current state statute 

regarding residency trooper programs; eliminating the requirement that the host 

municipality pay for the fringe benefit cost directly associated with the resident 

state trooper; examine the current cost allocation of the resident state trooper 

program, which would include the cost the municipalities that are required to pay; 

to provide local emergency services with adequate crisis management resources 

 

Councilman Mangini stated they also had a report on public health and human services. 

She noted they’re looking to propose an investment in mental health with an emphasis 

youth mental health and substance abuse programs.  She noted one of the amendments 

that she offered was suicide prevention because Enfield has that program, and it is 

working out to be very successful. She noted other areas covered include: 

 

• Enhancing social service delivery by addressing current infrastructure issues at 

the Department of Social Services 

• There was discussion about the transportation infrastructure – investing additional 

funding for programs such as the local bridge program 

• Prioritize state funding for improvements and expansion of rail – passenger and 

freight 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

APPOINTMENTS (TOWN COUNCIL) 

 

All Town Council appointments remained on the table. 

 

APPOINTMENTS (TOWN MANAGER) 

 

MOTION #2895 by Councilman Szewczak, seconded by Councilman Bosco to remove 

Item #10 from the table. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2895 

adopted 10-0-0. 

 

MOTION #2896 by Councilman Hall, seconded by Councilman Stokes to accept the 

Town Manager’s recommendation to appoint Robert Chagnon (R) as an Alternate 

member to the Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Agency. 
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Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2896 

adopted 10-0-0. 

 

Items C, D, E and F remained tabled. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The appointment to the Commission on Aging remained on the agenda. 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

MOTION #2897 by Councilman Lee, seconded by Councilman Hall to suspend the rules 

to address Items 14 D and E under Miscellaneous. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2897 

adopted 10-0-0. 

 

DISCUSSION RE:  HIGGINS PARK ON THE GREEN 

 

Mr. Coppler stated as part of the decision to demolish the Higgins building, there were 

preliminary discussions as to what would replace the building.  He noted initial ideas 

included an active parkland where there would be basketball courts, playgrounds, 

parking, etc.  He stated the Council decided they didn’t want to pursue active recreation.  

He noted staff put together some ideas, which are passive in nature and doubts arose as to 

whether it was necessary to include the ballfield and skatepark.  He stated the consultant 

engineer indicated a baseball field and skatepark are incompatible uses concerning what’s 

attempting to be done with that area.  He noted there was discussion with the 

subcommittee about the ability to use this area for a multitude of purposes. 

 

He stated the ballfield is used because of the lights and not because that’s the only field 

available. 

 

Councilman Bosco voiced his concern about people congregating in certain areas on this 

site. 

 

Councilman Deni questioned the plan for the skatepark.  He went on to state he likes the 

idea of another ballfield at Brainard Park. 

 

Councilman Lee questioned if there’s an estimate of the elevation in this area.  Mr. 

Coppler responded it’s about 12 to 15 foot elevation. 

 

Councilman Mangini stated she would be concerned about removing the softball field 

from this area. 

 

Councilman Edgar stated he would like to see the plan before removing the ballfield from 

this area. 
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Councilman Hall stated she likes the concept, but she would like to see the plans to 

replace what’s being taken away. 

 

Councilman Szewczak stated her understanding that when the transit center is 

established, there will be more passive recreation near the river.  She noted this plan 

shows her how the Town Green can become more of a green for the types of 

entertainment and recreation that the Town might wish to develop. 

 

Chairman Kaupin stated his belief the skatepark should be replaced within the 

neighborhood.  He stated his understanding girls’ softball wanted to move to Brainard 

Park. 

 

Mr. Coppler suggested letting this percolate and come up with other ideas.  He noted this 

conceptual plan isn’t the only possibility, but a plan they worked on to address a lot of 

things that previous councils came up with. 

 

Councilman Cekala suggested perhaps some of the ideas could be moved towards the 

riverfront, i.e., an amphitheater. 

 

Councilman Hall stated before putting a plan like this in place, perhaps they should be 

reaching out to people who live in this area. 

 

Councilman Szewczak stated she likes the idea of an expanded Town Green. 

 

Councilman Bosco stated they would need to find a location for the current baseball field. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

RESOLUTION #2897 by Councilman Mangini, seconded by Councilman Deni. 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 22, Article II of the Town Code establishes the Enfield Cultural 

Arts Commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to amend the ordinance to redefine the 

Commission’s purpose and responsibilities and increase its membership; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing has been held in accordance with Charter requirements on 

October 20, 2014; 

 

WHEREAS, it has been determined this is in the best interest of the Town of Enfield to 

make changes to Chapter 22, Article II. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Enfield Town Council does hereby 

adopt the amended and revised Cultural Arts Commission ordinance heretofore attached 

as “Attachment A”. 
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Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTON #2897 

adopted 9-0-0 with Councilman Bosco absent at the vote. 

 

RESOLUTION #2898 by Councilman Lee, seconded by Councilman Mangini. 

 

RESOLVED, that Matthew W. Coppler, Town Manager, is empowered to execute and 

deliver in the name and on behalf of this municipality a contract with the View Point 

Engineering, Inc. 

 

Upon a ROLL-CALL vote being taken, the Chair declared RESOLUTION #2898 

adopted 10-0-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

COUNCILMEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Councilman Cekala commended the Beautification Committee for their work on the 

planters for which a dedication ceremony was recently held. 

 

Councilman Lee stated there will be a Development Services Committee meeting on 

November 7th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION #2899 by Councilman Hall, seconded by Councilman Mangini to adjourn. 

 

Upon a SHOW-OF-HANDS vote being taken, the Chair declared MOTION #2899 

adopted 10-0-0, and the meeting stood adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Suzanne F. Olechnicki   Jeannette Lamontagne 

Town Clerk     Secretary to the Council 

Clerk of the Council 



Enfield Town Council 

Regular Meeting                                        10/20/2014                       Page 12 of 13 

 

Appended to minutes 

of October 20, 2014 

Regular Town Council 

Meeting  See Page 10 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Enfield, Connecticut that the following 

Ordinance be amended as follows: 

 

ARTICLE II CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

 

Sec. 22-31.  Establishment of Commission. 

The town council has established the cultural arts commission. 

 

Sec. 22-32.  Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 

meaning: 

 

Commission means the cultural arts commission. 

 

Sec. 22-33.  Purpose of commission. 

The purpose of the commission shall be to encourage participation in and promotion, 

development and acceptance of artistic and cultural activities. plan and coordinate cultural 

events within the Town of Enfield and to encourage participation therein; to promote 

and develop artistic and cultural activities within the Town of Enfield that help support 

overall economic development throughout the Town. 

 

Sec. 22-34.  Members; qualifications, appointment, terms of office. 

 

a) Members of the commission shall be appointed by the town council and shall be selected 

from a broad cross section of the community so as to include members of diverse economic, 

social and cultural groups within the town, who are interested in the aims and purposes of 

this commission as set forth in this article. 

 

 

b) The commission shall consist of: seven eleven resident electors, who shall serve for two-

year overlapping terms, which shall commence on June 1 of the year of their appointment; 

two Council member liaisons; and, one town staff member liaison. 

 

 

c) Annually, during the month of June, the members of the commission shall meet, organize 

and from among their members elect a chair, a vice-chair and a secretary. 

 

 

d) If a member is absent for three consecutive meetings, the member is deemed to have 

resigned from the commission, thereby immediately creating a vacancy. 
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Sec. 22-35.  Vacancies. 

Any vacancy in the term of any member of the commission shall be filled by appointment by 

the town council for the unexpired term in accordance with section 22-34(a). 

 

Sec. 22-36.  Expenses and assistance. 

The members of the commission shall serve without compensation. The commission may 

receive federal, state, municipal or private monies for the purposes of fostering, assisting and 

encouraging the arts and to encourage the participation in, and promotion, development and 

appreciation of artistic and cultural activities. 

 

Sec. 22-37.  Meetings. 

The commission shall fix the time and place of its regular monthly meetings and may hold 

such special meetings as may from time to time be required. The commission shall keep a 

record of its proceedings, deliberations and actions and shall annually report to the town 

council in writing with respect to its work its activities and goals. The commission may, 

within the limit of funds available, employ clerical help or solicit any technical assistance or 

consultants that may be required. 

 

Sec. 22-38.  Auxiliary services. 

The facilities and services of the various agencies and departments of the town shall be 

available to the commission as it may reasonably require. 
 

Additions [Excepting captions] 

Deletions 


































































































